
Platform Features Pros Cons 

Standard website   Menus 

 Cusomizable content 

 Multimedia 

 Contact forms 

 Social media integration 

 Responsive designs 

 Ease of sharing/distribution 

 Versitility (with enough skill, 
options for look and feel of your 
site are many) 

 Requires hosting 

 Development often requires more tech skills 
compared to other publication options 

 Designs must be responsive to fit a variety of 
devices effectively 

 Revisions won’t be immediate unless made by 
the designer/developer 

WordPress  Menus 

 Somewhat customizable 
content 

 Multimedia 

 Contact forms 

 Social media integration 

 Responsive designs 

 Numerous widgets 

 Ease of sharing/distribution 

 Ease of editing/revision 

 Ease of style changes 

 New versions are immediately 
ready for readers 

 Fairly easy/rapid development for 
designers with limited web skills 

 Wordpress.com domain without paid hosting 

 Requires regular backups and maintenance 

 Host server has to run PHP or MySQL 

 Not all themes are responsive (choose 
carefully) 

 Widgets to facilitate PDF output are available 
but are not all reliable (choose carefully) 

OpenStax (CNX)  Global repository of 
educational content 

 Anyone can contribute 

 Anyone can copy and 
customize 

 Material can be remixed 
and revised into new 
publications and formats 

 Multimedia 

 Responsive web viewer 

 Free material readily accessible to 
import into a new publication 

 Fairly affordable print versions via 
Amazon or college bookstores ($30 - 
$60) 

 Easy export to PDF 

 Peer reviewed 

 Easy to add quiz-like knowledge 
checks right within the text 

 Humanities content is limited 

 CNX platform is not intuitive 

 Customization is limited without learning the 
CNX html-like language, and even then, 
OpenStax is not as customizable as other 
publication options 

 Web interface is slow (especially on the 
developer/designer end) 

Pressbooks  Built on a WordPress 
platform 

 MOBI and EPUB eBook 
formats 

 Expandable TOC menu on 
every page 

 Ability to customize with 
CSS 

 Multimedia 

 Print-on-demand PDF format 

 Fairly easy to distribute (via link) 

 Revisions update immediately 

 Authors familiar with WordPress will 
find the editing interface to be 
almost identical 

 No need to worry about domain  

 Ability to link to specific content 

 Format is limited to eBook look and feel 

 No ability to embed interactive quiz questions 

 Customization is limited to theme choices 
and designer/developer ability to edit the CSS 

 


